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During June, we wish 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to 

Ursula Nicol (17th) 
Bridget Kandiah (29th) 

 
And 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to 
Beryl and Dave Bowring (7th) 
Illia and Graham Cook (24th) 

Sally and Geoff Matthews (28th) 

Magazine contributions by 18th June to Lion Dave 
at bowringd139@gmail.com. Thank you 

The Lions Club of Eastleigh Extraordinary monthly meeting. 
Meeting to be held at 7:45pm online at ZOOM on your electronic device  

on Friday 5th June 2020. 

 
1. Roll  Call  -  Lion Charles 
2. Call the meeting to order  - President, Lion Peter Coles (or VP Lion Mark)  
3. Introduction of guests  -  Lion Tamer,  Lion Peter Wall. 
4. Apologies for absence  -  Meeting Chair 
5. Minutes of the last monthly meeting  -  Meeting Chair. 
6. Matters arising from the minutes  -  Meeting Chair. 
7. Reports: 
       President  -  Lion Peter Coles 
       Secretary  -  Lion Chris Shehan 
       Treasurer  -  Lion Cliff Paffett. 
8. Committee  Reports: 
  Community Committee -   Chair, Lion Anne Wright 
  Fundraising Committee -   Acting Chair, Lion Dave Bowring 
  Social Committee -    Chair, Lion Eric Hammerton 
  Membership Committee -   Chair, Lion Devan Kandiah 
9. Nominations 2020 / 2021 -  Lion Devan 
10. Project updates including Club Supplies, Convention, International,  
 Members’ Welfare, Message-in-a-Bottle, Paulton’s Park, Recycling, Social Media 
 Spectrek, Youth.  
11. Unscheduled Business. 
12. Club draw with Lions Anne and Richard Wright. 
13. The Tail Twister  -  Lion Jon Tapscott. 

Meeting Notes_____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________



Presidential Piece 
Hi Lions 
Here we are in week nine of the lockdown and I hope that all is well with you and yours. 
This is a difficult time for Lions to act as Lions in a group but we are still able to help the 
community in our individual ways. 
 

The Community Committee is active, being not short of bids for donations as charities 
and other local groups struggle for funds while the demand on their services as a result 
of the Virus shows no sign of easing. 
 

We have another virtual business meeting coming up and our thanks go to Lion Charles 
for his effort in arranging them. 
 

Sadly the trip to Kornwestheim has had to be abandoned due to the virus restrictions 
and we look forward to a return to normal next year to continue our exchanges. 
 

Not a very cheerful note to end on. I hope that your lockdown is an opportunity to do all 
those things you have wanted to do at home and that it keeps you cheerful. 
best regards 

Lion President Pete 
Community Committee 

 

The Community Committee are managing to consider requests for donations via email 
whilst we are unable to meet.  We have decided to put requests for donations from the 
Breast Cancer Haven and Brendoncare on hold because as a Committee we all agreed 
we would like to ensure we have funds available for future emergencies due to 
Coronavirus and possible financial hardship in our area due to a recession.   
 

We have made a donation online to £150.00 to Eastleigh Basics Bank online and a letter 
sent as a follow-up. 
 

One Community have made a request that we donate the £500.00 which had originally 
been set aside for taking the Young Carers to Paulton’s Park to their Organisation.  As 
this is over the limit of authority for the Community Committee, we would like everyone’s 
opinion regarding this request. 
 

Finally, some really good news.  The Covid-19 emergency grant application Devan 
submitted to the Board of Trustees of the Lions Clubs International MD105 Foundation on 
behalf of local charity Fledge was successful and a cheque for £500.00 has been sent to 
them.  Nerissa Dean the Housing Project Worker confirmed that the money will be an 
enormous help towards improving the lives of the homeless young people they provide 
housing and support, particularly at this time when fundraising opportunities are greatly 
reduced due to the crisis.  Fledge have declined the offer for assistance with shopping at 
this time.   A report has been sent to the Sentinel which we hope will be included in the 
next edition. 

  Lion Anne                   3 



Former President, Lion Louis Bull 

I wish to inform you that Louis Bull, formerly an Eastleigh Lions Club member, and 

President in 1981-82 passed away in his sleep on Good Friday. Louis had reached the 

age of 88 and was a resident of The Birches Nursing Home in Totton.  

Although no present members will have known him, certainly some reportedly heard 

many stories about him in their early days at the Club.   Most of those who Louis knew 

at the time have, unfortunately, pre-deceased him, most recently our dear friend John 

Goodman, but there may be other former Lions (Nigel Whiteman, Dick Sealy?) who will 

have known him personally. 

Louis took his role within the Club very seriously, supporting the club, giving freely his 

time and resources from his Transport business. He also enjoyed the many social 

functions and fund-raising activities such as Boxing and Horse Racing nights with 

Barbara (his wife), and two sons attending.  

His installation as President was one night that the family will never forget although their 

memories were a bit fuzzy the next morning!  

He will be remembered for his diligence, unwavering loyalty, serious regard for those 

less fortunate than himself but also his great sense of fun and enjoyment of hosting 

social events with his fellow Lions.  

Lions are welcome to attend a memorial service, in his honour, to be held later this year 

when the lockdown is over and if you are considering doing this, can you please let Lion 

Charles know as he has Louis’s son’s contact details. 

Adapted from an email from Nigel Louis Bull, Louis’s son. 
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Mervyn Phillips MJF 
 

It with regret we have to advise you that former Eastleigh Lions club member for over 30 
years, lion Mervyn Phillips, sadly passed away on Friday 15th May at Cedar Lawn 
Nursing Home.  He had been diagnosed with Covid 19 the week before, initially showing 
mild symptoms.  Unfortunately the symptoms worsened early the next week and he died 
on Friday afternoon. He has been remembered as a dear, kind man who often talked 
about his time at Eastleigh Lions and the lovely friends he made. 
 

His time with us at Eastleigh was about 30 years, during which he held the Presidency 
in 1983 / 84 and was the Secretary for 8 years. One of his claims to fame was setting up 
and running an annual Lions BBQ for the residents at Meller House in Bishopstoke for 
many years. We all arrived with the full works including portable BBQ's and food and 
were able to treat the residents to a hearty meal. 
 

He also enjoyed running the weekly Bingo sessions which were referred to in Ken 
Cornforth’s recent reminiscences (Jan 2020) and providing Santa services in more 
recent years at the Lions Grotto in Brambridge.  In 1983 as President, he said goodbye 
to 300 pairs of spectacles for Spectrek, and I’m sure he’d be proud of the way that 
project has expanded since those early days! 
 

Having held most offices during his long and active career with Eastleigh, chairing 
Welfare (now Community) and Programme (now Social) committees he was awarded a 
Melvin Jones Fellowship in 1997, of which he was justifiably proud. 
 

Mervyn’s funeral will be held at  
Test Valley Crematorium, 
Romsey at 10.45am on 
Thursday 4 June.  Only 18 
people are allowed to attend but 
if there is someone that would  
like to be there to represent 
Eastleigh Lions, please let 
Charles know (as he has the  
contact details) so you can be 
included in the numbers. It will  
be family flowers only but if  
anyone wants to do something  
in memory of Mervyn, donations 
to Naomi House will be 
gratefully received. 
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International 
 

Kornwestheim Lions, (Zoom Club) Germany 
 

The Kornwestheim Lions Club makes his meeting now online by Zoom.  It´s amazing 
how well it works. We already had our second virtual club night with presidential 
elections for the next Lions year.  
The next president of the Lions Club Kornwestheim will be Melanie Bürkle. We are really 
proud to have a woman at our head again. 
Because of Corona, there is currently a great need for help in Kornwestheim. Not only 
for Lions Service . At the moment in focus: the nursing staff. They care for our parents 
and / or grandparents in the nursing homes. The Kornwestheim Lions have therefore 
asked what a gesture of recognition for Kornwestheim's nursing staff could look like. The 
answer from the homes: sweets! So boxes were packed for the nurses. 
The Mayor Ursula Keck was present during the handover, because she also found this 
idea to be excellent 

 
Candy for Kornwestheim's nursing staff 
 

The next project soon followed - Easter bags for the Kornwestheim table shop. In the 
table shop people in need are provided with food free of charge. Because of Corona the 
donations from food stores have declined sharply. In the end the table shop in 
Kornwestheim has closed down. Hardly any goods come in and there is therefore much 
less to distribute. At the same time, the risk of infection for volunteers is too high: many 
are over 70 years old. The idea was actually implemented within a week. The packages 
were packed and prepared for distribution two days before the Easter weekend. Mayor 
Ursula Keck also came by and paid respect to Kornwestheim's Lions.  
The campaign was so successful that we are planning a second round for the next 
week. 
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Rouen Lions, RDVS, France 

 

In view of the coronavirus problems, the RDVS Spring General Assembly was held in an 

entirely exceptional manner "by email". It took place in the best possible way and the 

elections were done by electronic transmission. 

Martine Avez was brilliantly elected to assume the 2020-2021 Presidency of RDVS 

which brings together the "Doyen de Normandie Vallée de Seine". Congratulations to 

her and also to all the members of the new RDVS office. 

 

Thus, the necessary steps with the Lions of France Foundation to request the transfer of 

funds within this grouped Club could be undertaken and the official request for merger 

with the headquarters of the Lions Club International to change name to become 

officially RDVS: "Rouen Doyen de Normandie Vallée de Seine" N ° 18973. Thus, the 

transfer of the members of the two former Clubs within this "merged" Club is ensured. 

Provided there are no administrative difficulties at the Lions Club International level. 

 

It should also be noted with pleasure, the presence of two new arrivals in the club: Annie 

from the Blanche de Castille club, and Coralie new Lioness. 

 

 

 

 
                     7 



LIONS CLUB OF EASTLEIGH 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF EASTLEIGH LIONS CLUB, HELD 
ONLINE VIA ZOOM ON FRIDAY 1ST MAY 2020 

 
Vice President Lion Mark called the meeting to order at 8.30pm 
Guests: None. 
Apologies: Lions Peter C, Ilia, Eric, Cliff, Wayne, Devan, Jon, Margaret, Peter W. 
Minutes of 
last meeting: 

Proposed by Lion David, seconded by Lion Mary. Agreed. 

Matters  
Arising:  

None. 

President’s 
Report:  

None Lion Peter not present. 

Secretary: Nothing to report and the Monthly District Newsletter was still awaited. 
Treasurer: Lion Cliff had reported that detailed accounts were not yet on the website. 
Committee Reports: 
 
Community: • Lion Anne reported that Lion Devan had been active in trying to secure a 

grant towards mentoring for young people in Eastleigh. 
• A donation of £150 had been made to Wave 105’s Cash for Kids charity 

Fundraising: • This was a challenge at the moment due to social distancing and Lion 
Dave reported that we would have to be selective when choosing 
Charities to support.   
• Brambridge had promised a cheque for £3,000 to us, but as yet had not 
been received.  Lion Dave would chase this. 

Social: Lion Eric not present, but members were keeping in touch via Social 
Media very positively. 

Membership: It was reported in Lion Devan’s absence that he had received interest 
from a young German man of 38, Andreas Friedmann who would like to 
get involved.  

Nominations 
2020/2021 

Lion Chris proposed all the Nominations will be put forward as per Lion  
Devan’s list. Unanimously agreed and accepted by all present. 

Project Reports: 

Convention: Nothing to report as Lion Wayne not present. 
Club 
Supplies: 

Nothing to report as Lion Wayne not present. 

International: Lion Devan not present. 
Members’ 
Welfare: 

• Lion Liz had asked if any Member needed help at the beginning of the 
Social Distancing. No member had asked for help. 
• There was lots of positive activity in Eastleigh. 

MIAB: Nothing to report. 
Paultons 
Park: 

Nothing to report as Paultons closed. 
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Social 
Media: 

• Lion Charles had arranged a successful Zoom meeting for the Monthly 
Meetings.   He would be setting up 1-1 meetings with members not able 
to access Zoom at the moment.   
• The WhatsApp group was running very successfully and everyone 
expressed their thanks to Lion Ilia for this facility. 

Recycling: Lion Dave reported Milk bottle tops and foil were still being collected and 
would eventually be handed in 

SpecTrek: Lion Peter W not present. 
Youth: • Lion Mark had asked for Young Ambassador nominations via info 

passed to Eastleigh BC but no results.   
• Schools being disrupted at the present time. 

Any Other 
Business: 

• Lion Charles agreed to distribute link details of the light hearted 
Lockdown Video to all not on WhatsApp.  
• Lion Dave had distributed a collaborative video of this year’s virtual St 
George’s Day by the Scouts. Contributions from several Lions. 
• Lion Dave reported that Kornwestheim Lions were using Zoom for their 
meetings successfully.   
• Lion Phil H hoped there would be volunteers to help him as upcoming 
Chair of Fundraising.  
• Lion Mary reminded everyone that the cancelled Barn Dance had been 
scheduled for the following day and looked forward to the real thing.  
• Lion Ilia was thanked for sending a large donation to the Food Bank and 
Lion Mark for taking it there. 

Wine Draw: Won by Lion Ursula No. 8.  
Tail Twister: Lion Jon not present, a relief for those who had forgotten their badges 
 
Lion Mark thanked everyone and especially Lion Charles for setting up  
this Zoom meeting which was a first for this club.  
Meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

Lion Lion Lion Lion Ursula, Ursula, Ursula, Ursula, Acting  Secretary 

Additional notes:-  
1 Since the meeting we have received confirmation that Eastleigh Lions application 
prepared by Lion Devan to the Lions District Organisation Covid-19 emergency fund on 
behalf of Fledge was successful and we are in receipt of £500.00 grant money for them. 
Fledge is a charity based in Eastleigh who provide supported housing and mentoring for 
homeless young people in the area. 
2 We finally received (and banked) the £3000 cheque from Brambridge for our 2019 
Santa efforts, which have provided some much needed funds for the Community 
Committee to distribute. 
 

BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 

We would like to help you celebrate “special” years for these and will have a vote during 

the meeting on June 5th if you agree.               9 

 



What we’ve been up to recently 
 
Since lockdown Geoff and I have isolated along with my son and his three children, one 
with leukaemia who must be shielded for 12 weeks. We have been unable to get any 
online grocery slots so are relying on my other son for shopping. We now have 6 bags 
of potatoes and numerous carrots!! I am home schooling two children with not much 
success whilst caring for a 20month old who is a little risk taker.  
 

I am doing Pilates and Rock Choir on Zoom and also taking part in Toddlersense on 
Zoom. I am doing Toddlersense while the baby escapes in search of grandad!! 
 

My son’s birthday was on Easter Sunday so we had a Cream Tea together on zoom. 
We had identical birthday cakes so we could blow out the candles at the same time!! 
 

I am finding it all exhausting and tedious and look forward to the relief of the allowed 
outdoor exercise. I have never visited Hiltingbury Lakes so often as I have these past 3 
weeks.  
 

Keep safe everyone. 

Lion Sally  
We're both fine, as, to date, we have been fortunate enough to avoid the Covid19 virus 
ourselves, although not all of our friends have been so lucky (but now, thank goodness, 
recovering at home). 
 

Richard and I have both continued to work - at home, like so many - and will probably 
continue to do so for some time to come. Now that we've had 9+ weeks of practice, we 
think we've just about figured out who gets the study and who gets the short straw!        

 

Like everyone else, the majority of our usual activities have been curtailed 
until further notice, and we too have joined the world of Zoom to keep in 
touch with family and friends.  We've been lucky enough to be able to help 
our neighbours with shopping when they couldn't get to the shops or book a 

home delivery themselves, and we've discovered small local retailers who've always 
been there but we've never been to before, so it's not all bad!   
 

I've tried (fairly unsuccessfully, it must be said) to avoid baking goodies, but one of the 
unexpected bonuses of us both being at home without the daily drudge of commuting is 
that as soon as we finish work for the day we head straight out for our walk around the 
neighbourhood.  Now that we're allowed to go a bit further to find a walk, we're looking 
forward to revisiting our favourite locations to do just that.  
 

Along with the rest of the country, we're looking forward to restrictions easing and being 
able to visit family and friends when it's safe to do so - albeit that life as we knew it will 
never be the same, we must look forward to brighter days.  
 

Stay safe.  

Lion Liz and Lion Richard  

 



What we’ve been up to recently 
 
Well, my lockdown really came home to me when I saw the televised scenes in northern 
Italian hospitals. The dire warnings came from other shielding friends with health issues, 
so I played my last golf on the day Boris locked us down. Then got to grips with 
persuading Sainsbury’s to let me have an on line delivery slot. 
 

Great sense of achievement getting one of those, happily I’ve ordered regularly ever 
since. My shopping and my pal Peter’s (81) safely left in boxes on my driveway. 
 

I’ve left spin classes at the gym way behind, and am thoroughly enjoying Zumba classes 
3 times weekly (Latin style dancing). I’ve learned how to Zoom and use jit.si for 
meetings.  Ordered on line from Boots, Body Shop and Brambridge, the latter kept me 
busy for a week!!!!!! 
 

I’ve neglected my piano, but started a sampler tapestry, and watched from the start, 
Last Tango in Halifax and the even more down to earth Gavin and Stacey. Neither of 
which have graced my TV previously……Thankfully back to golf again. 
 

Like so many I’m waiting on a ‘Refund’ from Travelsphere for a US National Parks trip, 
but fingers are still crossed and probably will remain so till July. 
 

Normality will seem very strange when it resumes. 
 

PS I have a funny story which involves Peter and self-celebrating VE Day with Prosecco 
and a jive in his garden, but ended swiftly when rushing for the phone he fell down some 
garden steps and luckily (?) only suffered a black eye.  That’s not funny when you’re on 
blood thinners, which, following medical advice, were swiftly stopped. On the mend now 
and a gangster style face covering has come in useful to stop him scaring the local 
wildlife. 

Lion Ursula 

Well nothing much going on with us. Sheila and I are still fine. Son Stephen is helping 
manage the extra PPE requirements for the ambulances. His partner Fran is a sister, 
but training to become a doctor, but training cancelled so she is helping with A&E and 
bored! 
 

I have spent most of my time in the garden, the laurel hedge is a bit like painting the 
Forth rail bridge. I have kept busy with lots of small projects, including refurbishing a c50 
year old Qualcast mower. And so far read 14 crime novels. Sheila is busy shopping for 
the neighbours and doing jigsaw puzzles, three so far in the lockdown.  
 

The community committee is still going and I was running out of cheques.  Luckily one 
of our signatories lives within an easy “daily exercise walk” away, so I popped round, 
and have now an ample supply of cheques.  

                     11 
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What we’ve been up to recently 
 

Like a lot of people, at first I was inclined to think it was all a bit of a hoo-hah and the 
fuss would shortly die down and blow over…..How wrong can you be?  My family had 
other thoughts and as soon as they were able, imposed a lockdown on Beryl and me! 
 

Following the imposition, I immediately felt annoyed, frustrated and “this can’t be me”. 
It took some time for the fact that I have finally become vulnerable to sink in, and for me 
to relax and try to enjoy the new status quo (No not “Down the Dust pipe”) 
 

Since then, I’ve been doing lots of things, but nothing of much importance.  Somehow, 
for every task I completed, the list appeared to grow by one more, rather than reduce!   
 
Over the last 3 or 4 years, the garden has had minimal attention and a lot of shrubs had 
grown out of hand.  In fact, it was so bad, the first Tesco delivery driver refused to bring 
his van into the drive, in case he damaged it (or was it our bushes he was worried 
about?)  Following some fairly drastic pruning after each shrub has flowered, we now 
reckon a pantechnicon could pass down the drive with minimal damage to either it or the 
plantlife.  Most of the cuttings have been shredded and composted, so will get recycled! 
 

I mentioned grocery delivery!  Oh what a nightmare!  At first couldn’t get a slot 
anywhere, then I was told Tesco release them at midnight.  Up for a wee in the night so 
tried and BINGO, got a slot….at Asda!  Luckily things have settled down and we’re able 
to get some deliveries when we want them, but not always the products we want or 
expect, but that’s a whole new story! 
 
Indoors, I’ve also been recycling.  During the winter, we changed the open fire to an 
instant one in the lounge, and the hearth was replaced and, luckily, the new carpet 
arrived before lockdown. The old carpet was re-sited into 2 locations, replacing a 
previous lounge carpet in one of them.  This presented us with another problem, where 
to dispose of the old carpets?  Solution? I took them out to the countryside (back 
garden) and laid them as weed suppressors!  Recyled! 
 

Like Charles and Phil H, I’ve been painting.  The front porch looks smart for the first time 
in years (we always use the back door so don’t notice how bad the front is!)  Painted 
inside and out!  I’ve painted the only 25% of soffits on the house which are wooden, and 
finally got round to renovating the windows on the garage and workshop (some of which 
were recycled metal frames which had been recycled during previous building work!) 
 

Oh yes, and we’ve been taking regular Facetime, Zoom, Houseparty and WhatsApp 
calls from the grandchildren, usually at that point in the day when their parents have run 
out of inspiration for things to do with them….Ildi, you have even more respect for 
managing to tame these small creatures on a daily basis! 
 

All in all, we’ve kept ourselves busy (I’ve even been out for walks most days) and any 
day now the trains will be running (it has taken > 2½ years but soon I’ll be entertaining 
grandsons with a lot of chuffing and the thrumming of diesels!) 
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What we’ve been up to recently 
 

Nothing humerous.  We are ok.  No supermarket has deliveries or collect services 
available.  Offers from neighbours but we cope by going out when we need to.   NHS 
app for medicines etc does not work but GP patient access on laptop excellent.  Regular 
check up calls, on  line prescriptions, appointments and on line consultations plus offer 
of tests plus, if we get symptoms offer to seek to place us on new medicines trials. 
 

Dentist, no treatment for fillings, broken teeth.  No treatment for audiology - getting 
deafer by the day.  Had call from consultant re outstanding treatment but best he could 
do was to ensure I was still on the list for treatment when it restarted. 
 

Broadband failures, slow, cut outs.  Phone poor also.  Advised system in area 
overloaded.  Fibre to lane ok then the system hits the buffers of very old wiring. Advised 
to try and concentrate downloads to early am and late pm. 
 

Postal deliveries reduced and slow.  Have been buying on line but am still waiting some 
weeks for delivery of some items. 
 

TV is fortunately satellite so works ok and I can shout at experts pontificating. 
 

Have got almost all my cruise moneys for cancelled trips refunded and am still chasing 
remainder. 

Best wishes  Lion Peter (W) 
 
What did you do in the Lockdown Granddaddy? 
 
– Well, every Thursday evening we stood at our front door and applauded the NHS and 
other front line workers who keep our community going.  
 

It would be nice to think that their status and pay would improve considerably after these 
testing times.   
 

Closer to home our local heroes are Sainsburys Online who are helping to keep the wolf 
from the door, the local surgery for supply our 5-a-day (pills that is!), and Green Flag for 
getting our car started and going again after sitting unmoved in the driveway for seven 
weeks.  
 

Fortunately the weather has been mostly good so we’ve made good use of the hour a 
day that Boris allowed us for exercise, fresh air and fun (keeping our social distance of 
course!). 
 

So why aren’t you bored to tears I hear you ask? Well, thanks to the discovery of Zoom, 
the Scrabble game brought down from the loft, and the tele with all those delightful old 
repeats, we are managing to keep sane – just about! 
 

Lion  Philip (S)             13 



What we’ve been up to recently 
Hope everyone is well after this extended lockdown 
 
I get a nasty shock every morning when I look in the mirror and see the Wild Man of 
Borneo looking back at me. As I am writing it still appears that that the barbers are not 
going to be opening anytime soon. As we have an Australian branch to our family, my 
son and his family are in Wagga Wagga, we had a Facetime meeting and they all 
laughed when they saw me and asked if I was trying to be one of the Beatles. Yeah  
Yeah  Yeah I said,  I may go for the ponytail look if this goes on much longer.  
Bernice and I have been doing some long overdue decorating, which has passed the 
time quite well. Because we have not done any for a long time, there is loads to do, and 
it has meant a few trips to B&Q now that they have opened. It also means that I have 
aches and pains in places where I have not had aches and pains for some time (I 
thought that Manual Labour was a Spanish peasant farmer but clearly the last few 
weeks has reminded me that is not  correct) (Ed: I know nothing!)  
What I have found also when decorating, is now that I am older and my hair is a much 
lighter shade than when I was younger, any paint spatter when you are doing the 
ceilings which goes in your hair, doesn’t show anything like as much as it used to. 
Bernice remarked on it the other day as I staggered off the step ladder and asked if I 
was OK.  My reply was that I did not have COVID19 but I did have COVING 21, which 
was not as bad but still made me ache a lot.  
It did make us smile during the early stages of lockdown that you could not buy paint. 
which we needed to start doing our jobs at home. It was however very easy to buy Wine 
on line and we have done that a couple of times.  
Well they have said that we are able to buy necessities …..! 
I hope that you will have found the same, but we have done more walking and have 
seen the neighbours much more than we would normally be able to, and as the 
lockdown has continued, everyone seems to have taken their foot off the pedal, and 
have more time to stop and have a chat, and to be able to help each other out.  We go 
out and clap for the key workers every Thursday, and a little group of neighbours have a 
little catch up and exchange walking and shopping information. We also had a quiet but 
pleasant VE celebration in our neighbour’s garden, (in a safe social distancing fashion) 
which was lovely. > We are fortunate to have nice neighbours but just a little interaction 
helps things along. Wouldn’t it be nice if we could carry on this looking out for each other 
when all of this is finished?  (Ed: Invite them to join Lions!) 
The crisis has meant that the arrangements for the Music Night at the Hilt had to be 
postponed. We had not sold that many tickets so perhaps it was just as well. I wonder if 
there will be the appetite for it when this is all over? The artists who were going to 
perform were all going to do it for free, and I have a friend who helps at the Hilt who was 
going to assist us which meant that we did not have to get a drinks licence. I have 
learned from all that work so it may be easier to arrange in the future.  
In North Millers Dale, where Charles, Ursula and I live we had arranged a coach trip to 
Bletchley Park, which of course got cancelled, Funtasia at Fryern got cancelled because 
of COVID so a lot of the things I was involved with have got cancelled. I have not seen 
my kids and grandson which is very disappointing, but hopefully things will improve soon  
We do not know anyone who has been adversely affected by COVID, so hope you all 

stay well. Lion Phil (H)  


