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During May, we wish 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to 
Margaret Gillings (11th) 

Philip Spearey (15th) 
Anne Wright (18th) 

 
And 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to 
Liz and Richard Salter (22nd) 

Magazine contributions by 18th May to Lion Dave 
at bowringd139@gmail.com. Thank you 

The Lions Club of Eastleigh Extraordinary monthly meeting. 
Meeting to be held at 7:45pm online at ZOOM on your electronic device  

on Friday 1st May 2020. 

 
1. Roll  Call  -  Lion Charles 
2. Call the meeting to order  - President, Lion Peter Coles (or VP Lion Mark)  
3. Introduction of guests  -  Lion Tamer,  Lion Peter Wall. 
4. Apologies for absence  -  Meeting Chair 
5. Minutes of the last monthly meeting  -  Meeting Chair. 
6. Matters arising from the minutes  -  Meeting Chair. 
7. Reports: 
       President  -  Lion Peter Coles 
       Secretary  -  Lion Chris Shehan 
       Treasurer  -  Lion Cliff Paffett. 
8. Committee  Reports: 
  Community Committee -   Chair, Lion Anne Wright 
  Fundraising Committee -   Acting Chair, Lion Dave Bowring 
  Social Committee -    Chair, Lion Eric Hammerton 
  Membership Committee -   Chair, Lion Devan Kandiah 
9. Nominations 2020 / 2021 -  Lion Devan 
10. Project updates including Club Supplies, Convention, International,  
 Members’ Welfare, Message-in-a-Bottle, Paulton’s Park, Recycling, Social Media 
 Spectrek, Youth.  
11. Unscheduled Business. 
12. Club draw with Lions Anne and Richard Wright. 
13. The Tail Twister  -  Lion Jon Tapscott. 

Meeting Notes_____________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 



Presidential Piece 
Hello Lions 
I hope that all is well with you and yours and you are keeping as busy as you can be 
under the current regime. We live in a Close of 11 houses and some people you just do 
not see but during the past five weeks with the fine weather bringing people out into 
their front gardens we all now know each other better.  Links have been set up on 
Whatsapp in the area and that has taken over the old chat over the garden wall type of 
contact with people getting to know each other better. 
 

At this time of year Sylvia and I would be starting to sail round the Greek Dodecanese 
Islands and meeting our friends from different countries,  Instead we are looking at old 
photos and keeping in touch by the internet. Greece is under complete lock down but 
their virus figures are nothing like ours, in fact the island which is our base, Leros has no 
virus cases at all but their lock down is stricter than ours. 
Oscar the Hearing Dogs for the Deaf puppy we have keeps both of us fit with two runs a 
day, one with each of us and is getting a lot more training. 
 
Back to Lions matters there will not be a face to face normal business meeting for at 
least the next two months so it will have to be Zoom or Whatsapp perhaps our techies 
could sort that one out for us.  Nominations are in for Next Lions club year and all hope 
that those concerned have a good start to their year despite the virus. 
Take care 

Lion President Pete 
 

Community Committee 
 

There have been no meetings, however Lion Chris forwarded an email from the MD105 
Foundation Trustees advising that an emergency fund of £100,000 has been made 
available for Clubs in MD105 to apply for Emergency Grants.  Lion Devan has submitted 
a grant application on our behalf to apply for funding for Fledge, a local charity that 
supports vulnerable and homeless young people.  They offer supported housing, 
mentoring and support across Eastleigh.   
 

We also agreed to donate £150.00 to Wave 105 Coronavirus Cash for Kids Appeal.  This 
money will be used to support local families who will be hardest hit by the Covid-19 
emergency.   
Finally, we are looking at ways to donate to Eastleigh Basics Bank and will update later.   

Lion Anne 

Question from front cover: What was Eric the Lion doing closing the road? 
 

Answer: He was preparing to help Eastleigh Scouts with their virtual St George’s Day 
Parade. Follow the link and you can see the end result (Facebook) at 10.00am on 
Sunday 26th.  
https://www.facebook.com/EastleighScouts/photos/gm.2998791060237007/352719
0437297012/?type=3        
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Nominations 2020/21 
 
The Nominations Committee for year 20/21 (President Peter, Charles, David and 
Devan) will propose and second the nominations at the May meeting. There were no 
other nominations received thus the following will be returned unopposed. 
 

Board of Directors 
President      Mark 
Immediate Past President  Peter 
Secretary    Ursula 
Treasurer    Cliff 
Directors (2 years)   Charles and Devan 
Directors (1 year)   Eric and Mary 
Co-opted member   David. 
 

Committee Chairs 
Community:- Anne,   Fund Raising:- Phil H,   Social:- Eric     
 

Next Step 
The allocation of members to various committees will be made during late May by the 
new committee chairs and nominations chair.  Please indicate your interest to join any 
one of the committees to the appropriate chairs after mid May. Every effort will be made 
by the chairs to meet such expression of interest for membership, but the necessity for a 
balance in numbers and time availability, on committees, must be recognised and it may 
not be therefore possible to accede to every request.  
 

Note:  
The nominations committee would like to thank all retiring committee chairs and 
appointed activity leaders for their leadership in steering the club to another successful 
year.    
 

Club Constitution 
 

Our decision to convert to Charity Commission Club to a CIO Club (Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation) is taking a bit longer than anticipated, but progress is being 
made. It is scheduled that a proposal for adoption will be made later in the year. 

Lion Devan   
 

International 
 

A decision will be made towards the end of May, jointly with Kornwestheim Lions, to see 
if the proposed visit to Germany can go ahead. 
 

As for the visit to our twin French Club it looks like the trip will be put on hold till 
sometime in 2021. 
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Age Concern Eastleigh serving the Community 
 

During this challenging time, it's vital to keep in mind those who need us the most. This 
includes older people, who may be feeling uncertain and in need of help from others. 
Age Concern, Eastleigh, are doing a telephone chat on a regular rota to members, 
friends and neighbours with practical stuff like their shopping, or keeping their spirits up 
at a time when things feel challenging. 
 

1. Keep in touch-- Telephone Chat Service                                                                    
We telephone members and friends and ask if they need anything and let them know if 
they do, we can help out. And while we are on the phone, we encourage a chat. Our 
Team encourages members to set up a rota with other family and friends to make sure 
someone is regularly giving them a ring to see if they’re OK. We maintain a regular call 
ourselves. 
 

2. Lend a hand - Shopping and prescription picking up service.                                                                           
We offer to pick up shopping for the member, an older neighbour or relative who might 
not be able to or is too worried to go to the shops. Somebody could be self-isolating, so 
we make sure we leave the shopping on their front doorstep, knock on their door and 
step back while we ensure they safely receive it. Those who want to pay by card, we 
make use of the borrowed Lions card reader. Thank you, fellow Lions. Every care is 
taken to ensure social distance guidance is observed at all times. 
 

3. We care. - Mental Well Being.                                                                                                                      
We have bought puzzles, crosswords, Colouring books, Joining the dots books, all 
designed to while the many hours away. This also stimulates and keep our older folk 
mentally active. 
 

4. Keep fit.                                                                                                                       
We have a newsletter encouraging people not to be confined to the sofa but try out a 
simple set of exercises. These could be done while seated or stood up in a confined 
space,    
demos on video. 

Lion Devan   

International 
 

Kornwestheim Lions Club has become Kornwestheim Zoom Lions, meeting fortnightly 
online.  They have started to run out new service schedules to help the most vulnerable 
in their community and are expecting to be busy during their Covid-19 disruption.  More 
information next month. 
 
Rouen Lions have had to suspend all activities , especially their usual spring fundraiser 
of selling bulbs at each roundabout on city entry routes. We hope to have more news 
from them for next month’s magazine. 
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Minutes of meeting of the Lions Club of Eastleigh held on Friday 3rd April 2020 at 
7.45 p.m online on “WhatsApp” 

 
Members present: Lion President Peter C, Vice President Mark (Chair), Lions Dave, 
Ildi, Illia, Margaret, Phil H, Wayne, Devan, Charles (Facilitator), Sally, Ursula, Mary, 
Richard S, Liz, Jon, Richard W, Anne 
 
Vice President Mark Called the monthly meeting to order at 7 50 p.m. and welcomed 
all to a novel approach to meetings brought about by the Covid-19 situation. 
Introduction of guests - Lion Tamer, Lion Peter Wall. (I don’t think we will have any) 
(Dave: Unless someone has a partner in the room with them!) 
Apologies for absence - Eric, Cliff, Bernard and Sandra, Chris, Phil S, Peter W 
Minutes of the last monthly meeting –  Generally accepted as a true record. 
Proposed by Lion Wayne, Seconded by Lion Ildi 
Reports: 
President - (read by VP Lion Mark) Peter accepted that the meeting was not a normal 
one, particularly for those unfamiliar with WhatsApp. Wished all Lions good health, 
hopes all are coping and helping others where you are able to. 
Secretary - Lion Chris Shehan waiting to hear back but nothing yet. 
Treasurer - Lion Cliff Paffett. ‘The latest accounts for March are on the website.’ 
Committee Reports: 
Community -   The Covid-19 situation is causing serious financial hardship to many 
people in our community together with a lack of donations to charities and food banks 
and at this time we think this should be our priority. We have contacted Eastleigh Basics 
Bank to ask if they are able to accept cheque donations to enable them to buy direct 
from the wholesaler and have also received a request from The Wave 105 Appeal for 
further aid. This was put to the community committee and we agreed these should be 
supported.  With regards to the donation to the Chandlers Ford Men's Shed, I would like 
to propose that as they are not meeting at the moment and have no urgent need for the 
money, we hold back the cheque to them for a while until we receive the Brambridge 
money.   We could use this money (£100) plus additional money from the charity 
account to help local charities currently in need. 
Fundraising - As in the online magazine. Still waiting for cheque from Brambridge.   
Obviously we will rush into action as soon as the situation allows. 
Social - Lion Eric apologised for his absence.  All social events cancelled.   May try to 
combine the Charter & Changeover in October, what do you think?  We will have a 
gigantic party/ BBQ when this is over. We hope to manage a walk later in the year.   
Membership - Nothing to report 
Project updates including  
Club Supplies - As usual contact Lion Wayne for anything.  
Convention - Didn't happen due to the present situation, look forward to next year  
International - Lion Devan said the International trip decision to be made in mid-May  
Members’ Welfare - Nobody's contacted Liz so assume all ok. Nothing else to report.  
Message-in-a-Bottle - Lion Margaret reported1 delivery of 25 MIAB to Avalon House, 
Winchester for a mental health training dept and we received 1 box of 500 new MIAB as 
we were running out.  Cost for 500 including delivery was £195.   
Paulton’s Park - Cancelled this year  
Recycling – Lion Dave had nothing serious to report. 



Social Media - Lion Charles stated that as most of the entries on Facebook relate to 
events, and at the moment we aren’t doing any, FB was quiet.  There is a thriving chat 
group on WhatsApp which is keeping 18 out of 25 members in touch with each other.    
We believe Zoom, an online video conferencing programme, would be better for future 
meetings as it is easy to set up and to use and well suited to meetings like ours. 
We currently have 11 members on Zoom, so if the others could download the app, we 
could all be in the May meeting! 
Thanks to everybody for embracing the use of technology to keep our group in touch, 
let’s hope we can get back to more conventional meetings soon. 
Spectrek, Lion Peter W (not attending) 
Youth. – V.  President Lion Mark has produced another flyer for Young Ambassador, 
aimed at those who may wish to nominate a candidate, which will go out with the 
existing (candidates) one. They will then use Charles’ online form on our website.  We 
will then harvest the information and chase up candidates.  Hopefully making it easier & 
more accessible.   Mayors youth awards flyer went out without our logo on it from One 
Community. Sharp eyed Dave B noticed this and so it is all sorted now. 
A.O.B 
Dave: Have request for help from Breast Cancer Haven which I'm passing to Anne. 
Phil H: Thanks to all who supported my quiz 
Charlie: Looking ahead to when we can start giving out donations to charities and good 
causes again. I have created a big dummy cheque that can be written on and used 
during photos of the handover. I can print onto A3 card to order. I have done two 
versions and I would like to know which is preferred by members 

Those online generally preferred the left hand version, and suggested removing 
International to read Eastleigh Lions Club 
Wayne: As a County Councillor, I know have a £10,000 community budget, so if you 
know of any group in desperate need, please contact me 
Mark: Can I ask for the Wine Draw and can it be delivered tonight...? 
Won by VP Mark to much comment from the rest of the attendees! 

Tail Twister �������  
Jon: Ok. So fines are 10 in total with 2 each for Sally, Charlie and Dave and 1 each for 
Phil, Wayne, Mark and Devan who were less naughty! 
VP Mark Closed the meeting at 8.34 and there was a general thanks and keep well and 
safe chat for several minutes afterwards. 
Minutes extracted from transcript by Editor Lion Dave 
 
Comment from Lion Dave on the meeting and the transcript, is that there seemed to be 
far more active involvement from all those online that we usually have in the physical 
meetings.  Is this the power of anonymity or the facelessness of the WhatsApp set-up? 

  



What we’ve been up to recently 
 
I am busy, apart from the Age Concern activities which I cannot extract myself from 
which are reported elsewhere in this issue.   The sort of problems we are facing are 
outlined by this example:  An OAP is so concerned that her tap is leaking badly that she 
wants a plumber. This morning had her third call because it is worrying her that it might 
flood the kitchen. Each time I told her when lockdown is relaxed I could get a plumber. 
But I gave up and got a plumber this morning. He was not keen as she could be a 
carrier, and so on!  
 
I am also getting help calls from Eastleigh residents (adults) who are shielding family 
members. The Lions card reader has been very useful as some have no cash in hand 
and chose to pay by card. 
 
All the social distancing guidance requirements are strictly followed by my team and me. 
 
Yes, at times I am foolish to wrongly think I am not vulnerable as I still rush around. 
Fools like me will probably die on the job.  
 
I take out my frustrations, and the last four weeks do jog in the park every afternoon.   
 

Lion Devan   

 
Welcome, 
 

I’m sure you have been wondering what I have been doing the past few weeks. No? I’m 
going to tell you anyway. 
 

I have been supervising, that is standing over, a new garden wall.  Not just any wall. The 
bricklayer is an artist, I defy anybody to find a better wall anywhere.  Anywhere in the 
world. They are so precise and taken so much time it has aroused considerable interest 
from the numerous walkers, joggers and even cyclists who have gone past. When it’s 
finally finished I will invite President Trump to unveil it! 
 

One of my other passions is cooking. Last night, I diligently followed a Sunday Times 
recipe which included rump steak, with a WHISKEY, mustard and cream sauce. At the 
end of the meal Sylvia asked what was in the pan. I’d forgotten to serve it……….do you 
think it will be ok for tonight with egg & chips? 
Chow for now. 
 

PS. Dave If you print this rubbish you are definitely short of news!!!!!  
 

Lion Eric 
 
 

8 



What we’ve been up to recently 
 
I am well and have been social distancing for three weeks now. 
My son works from home and he is the one who does my shopping. I’ve only left the 
house once for a woodland walk, however I didn’t miss going out at all as I’ve been 
busier than ever. I’ve painted 15 metres of fence panels, front wooden gate, back 
garden door, the whole shed and tidied up the garden. So that was a good little 
exercise. 
Apart from that I’ve written 30 school reports and created several videos and 
homework tasks for the children.  
I also made Easter decorations, painted Easter eggs and cooked/baked our traditional 
Easter feasts. 
I’ve been regularly chatting to two elderly friends of mine who live on their own. 
Organising shopping for them. I’ve been talking to my Mum and Dad every day. 
I’ve enjoyed watching the National Theatre Productions on YouTube with my son. 
And spent an enormous amount of screen time on my mobile averaging 5-6 hours a 
week! 
It’s sounds a lot but being part of many WhatsApp groups cheered me up and made me 
laugh. As you know I love chatting to people!  So keep up the messages and videos, I 
love receiving them! 
I hope you are all safe and well, God bless you all fellow Lions. 
Kind Regards 

Lion Ildi 
 
I am one of the lucky (or unlucky depending on your point of view) who has the ability to 
work from home, so for the large part, not much has changed for me.  Like most, video 
chatting is my new best friend and I have chats with friends or family most days.  I’m 
keeping up with my running, but other than that it just me and my cat (Juneau).  He 
makes me laugh every day and I was trying to think of a way I could include him in a 
funny video to share with you all.  Unfortunately, coming up with an idea of something 
active (with or without a compliant cat) when I have to control the camera as well isn’t 
easy (still working on it). 
 

Unlike most people who seem to be filling their time either baking (using up all the eggs, 
grrr) or household/garden improvements, I have been quite content to catch up on some 
reading.  I did make a list of things that needed doing, and it is still there on my fridge!  I 
figured we won’t return to normal for months yet, so I should pace myself. 
 

I am Coronavirus-free, at least as much as anyone can tell for sure.  Parents and 
brother’s family are doing ok too.  
 

I hope all the Lions and their families are well. 

Mary. 
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What we’ve been up to recently 
 

I normally sleep until about 8 o’clock (a 2 hour lie in) and I then have a leisurely 
breakfast whilst watching TV, which is a great luxury.  At 9 o’clock I log onto my 
computer to check for school updates and to manage students’ work tasks.  I do this 
twice a day and so I will repeat the process again at 3 o’clock. This takes about two 
hours a day.  After I’ve completed the morning’s school work I complete my exercise 
routine using two different machines.   I usually row about 4000 meters whilst watching 
YouTube – educational videos of course! 
 

I am on a rota system for school which means that I am only needed in school every 
other week although I made an extra trip recently to manufacture on our laser cutter 
visors for NHS staff working in local pharmacies and surgeries.  
 

I have drawn up a list of jobs to complete around the house and Tina has greatly 
enjoyed adding extra items to the list.  She said she knew I was really bored when I let 
her add things without any complaint!  I have been painting, oiling, wiring, washing and 
building things.  I basically can’t bear to sit still for too long.  It has been brilliant 
opportunity for moving the house on. 
 

Each week I have been completing various online course/modules on Computer 
Science and Educational practices.  On Tuesdays I deliver food for the Food bank. On 
Wednesday morning I water crops at Highbridge farm (it’s allowed as it’s growing food) 
and in the afternoon Tina and I volunteer for One Community and Age Concern, 
shopping for vulnerable residents. Wednesday evenings I take part in a Zoom meeting 
with the Steam Town’s music session crowd.  This basically involves everyone having a 
go at a song and lots of drinking.  We have had over twenty people on the site at one 
time.  At five o’clock each day we have a gin and tonic….etc 

Lion Mark  
 
Like most people we have been spending our time gardening, catching up with jobs and 
finally sorting our loft. Not only has it been a storage area for us for many years we have 
also been providing the free services of a ‘Big Yellow Storage container’ for our children.  
We now have the problem of where to put the stuff we are throwing out until charity 
shops and the council recycling centre reopen.    
 
Richard is building a new electric powered model aeroplane and I have been sewing.  
Richard is also having to get used to me being home everyday whilst I work from home.   
We have both been getting used to new technology, I have been using video calls to 
interact with work colleagues and we have been using zoom to catch up with family and 
share games nights with them.  
 
Our little bit of sanity has been our daily walk, especially to Knowle Park in Fair Oak 
which has lovely views, and saying hello to neighbours on our weekly “Clapping for the 
NHS” on a Thursday.    
Our thoughts and wishes are with everyone, stay safe and well.  

Lion Anne and Lion Richard 



What we’ve all been up to recently 
  

The slowed down pace of life has given me the time to do something I’ve been 
promising to do for years. I used to be a keen painter (that’s pictures not walls) and said 
when I retired I would take it up again. But like a lot of retirees I started doing lots of 
other things which gave me the excuse not to do it. 
  

Having discovered my paints in the loft had long since dried up a good 21st century 
alternative was painting on the computer. Amazingly I found that there are two 
extremely good and more importantly free programmes available to download. I started 
with Autodesk Sketchbook but whilst looking for online tutorials came across the 
amazing Krita. This is what is described as an ‘open source’ programme, but what that 
means is that it has been put together by a community of artists to do what they want it 
to do rather than by a corporate programming organisation. 
  

It is being added to all the time and there are lots of new brushes, textures and features 
available to download.  YouTube has loads of tutorials to help you get to grips with this 
fantastically powerful programme. There is a series I have been following which shows 
how to paint in the style of Bob Ross who some of you may be familiar with from his TV 
programmes. 
  

I have been really enjoying discovering my restored enthusiasm for art and hope I can 
find the time to keep it up after this is all over.  

 

Lion Charles 

Diary 
All events cancelled for the forseeable future due to HM Government restrictions 
to attempt to limit the spread of Covid-19        11 




