
  



THANK YOU  
Thank you for the amazing, generous support we have received  towards the Gift 

Appeal – WOW!    Without everyone’s hard work, kindness and generosity we would 

not have been able to make 2019 the biggest gift appeal yet and make such a big 

difference to the lives of young cancer patients – we truly hope you will be on board 

and help us do it all again in 2020.  

A huge thank you to our 2019 Corporate Santas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you also for support



LCYCT Thank You 
What a wonderful and successful 2019 Christmas Gift Appeal. We are always truly humbled to witness 
at first hand, the dedication and support from so many people who want to ensure our Christmas Gifts 
Appeal is a success and the young cancer patients spending their Christmas day in hospital receive 
extra gifts wrapped with love and a message that we are all thinking of them at Christmas time.  We 
really cannot thank you enough; you really did make a difference.  
 
Together, we were able to send out nearly 2000 gifts to young cancer patients throughout the UK and 
Ireland which is more than we could have ever hoped for – thank you. 
 
Gifts bundles were delivered to 450 young cancer patients hospitalised in 45 wards within 43 hospitals 
throughout the UK and Ireland. 
 
We have received many lovely, heartfelt messages of thanks from some of the patients, parents and the 
hospital staff and we are delighted to be able to share these messages with you.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On behalf of the LCYCT team and especially the young people we support at Christmas, we would like 
to say a huge thank you.   Words alone simply cannot express our gratitude,  as none of what we do or 
achieve would be possible without the outstanding people who say YES to our requests and pleas for 
help – thank you. 

  

A patient’s mum has kindly said we can share her Facebook message:  

“Just wanted to Thank you for the gift box you gave my daughter, Anna 

over Christmas. She’s fighting cancer for the 3rd time at QMC Nottingham 

hospital. It brighten her day. Thankyou!!! Xx” 

 



 

George 
 
Hello, 
I just wanted to write to thank you for the 
Christmas parcel I just received from your 
company. 
 
I’m at the Macmillan Center for treatment today 
and was given the present by my Clic Sergeant 
social worker, it really brightened my day so 
thank you very much. 
 
Just been reading about your work with young 
people dealing with cancer and it’s fantastic, 
thank you for your work in helping to represent 
us as a group. 
 

All the best, 
George 
 

 

Jodie 
Weston Park Hospital, Sheffield  
 
Thank you soo much for my wonderful 
Christmas goodie box! My Clic Sargent 
social worker passed it on to me and I love 
it! 

Meg 
Plymouth 

 
“A happy young lady”  
 



Our Corporate Santas 
 
We are amazingly privileged and so fortunate to have our very own Corporate Santas to help Fuel the 
Sleigh via their support for the campaign.  Their generosity has ensured the 43 sleighs left our offices 
and thousands of gifts were winging their way to 43 specialist hospitals throughout the UK and Ireland 
and visiting 45 wards.  Our Corporate Santas made sure the appeal went ahead and we were able to 
support 450 young people with cancer this year. 
 
Many thanks to our Corporate Santas  

 Wellhouse Leisure  

 The One17 Charitable Trust 

 Sheena Doherty at Sovereign Wealth Private Clients 

 Fitton & Co Chartered Accountants 

 Wilby Insurance   

 Pollards Removal & Storage  

 The fm Company (UK) Ltd 

 ABS Foundation  

 Community Foundation for Calderdale  
 

 
 
 
WELLHOUSE LEISURE 
A big thank you to David and Sarah Elliott from Wellhouse 
Leisure who have already committed to our 2020 Christmas 
Gift Campaign and set themselves a challenge and pledged 
to raise over £10,000 during the year to help towards the 
work at the trust and especially our Gift Campaign. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in finding out about becoming a Corporate Santa 2020 please get in touch. 



The 2019 Gift Appeal receives national coverage 
 

We were very fortunate to have PR support off Julia Price from Paxman Scalp Cooling with our 2019 
Christmas Gift Appeal. Julia managed our campaign across the country and Ireland, ensuring that 
Charity Manager Pam Thornes and Fundraising Manager Helen Mervill popped up in newspapers, on 
the radio and social media throughout the UK and Ireland. 
 
Thank you to all the publications and news 
outlets who featured and supported us in 
December, some were Edinburgh Evening 
News, BBC Radio Leeds, Examiner Live, 
Wirral Globe, Oxford Mail, The Exeter Daily, 
Daily Echo and many many more. 
 
On Christmas Eve, BBC Look North featured 
the LCYCT  throughout the day as our Youth 
Ambassador Sarah Dransfield went back to 
Leeds General Infirmary to deliver Christmas 
gifts to the young cancer patients on the 
ward where she was once a patient. 
 
Thank you to Sally and to everyone at BBC Look North for sharing our story 
across the region.  We are delighted and proud the feature has been viewed 
over 240,000 times on social media! 
  



 

 

Dear Laura 

We had three young people who had to be in hospital for Christmas and the generous 
gifts brought a smile to their faces on what could have been a very miserable time.  
Thank you and your donors for their generosity.   

I am not able to give you the names or any pictures due to confidentiality but I know 
they would like to extend their thanks and appreciation. 

With best wishes 

Jane 

Teenage Cancer Trust TYA Lead Nurse 

 

 
Hi Laura 
 

Thank you so much for the kind donations, we are always grateful for the gifts we 
receive for the children. We try to get as many patients and families home for Christmas 
as we can even if it just for a few hours on the actual day. As our patients get discharged 
the week before Christmas we give out presents for them to take with them so that the 
gifts go to the children who have had a tough time in the run up to Christmas and this 
means we are able to ensure our oncology families get to have a bit of joy and happiness 
at Christmas time.  
We don’t have any photos unfortunately of patients who received your gifts but I do 
know a couple of parents asked me for your contact details so I am sure they will be in 
touch themselves and may have some photos to share with you. 
Thank you again for your kind donations. 
Best wishes 
 



  

  

 

Mum at Leeds General Infirmary    
Dear team at Laura Crane  
 

I just wanted to say a big thank you from myself and my 13 year old daughter for the 
lovely gift box you have sent for her. 
 

She is currently an in-patient at Leeds General Infirmary and has had a hard time this 
last year with her health.  She woke up this morning to some beautiful gifts, including 
the box from your charity and was very cheered and touched by this kindness and 
thoughtfulness. 
 

I would like to make a small donation to support the wonderful work you do, but don't 
really want to send a cheque or cash (options listed in your leaflet).    Could you please 
send me the sort code and account number of the charity so that I can do a direct 
funds transfer. 
 

Many thanks for your hard work, dedication and kind support. 
Hannah and Atlanta Hercules  
 
 

 

Thank you for your email.  

We received the gifts and passed them to our play team to give to the 
young lad who was in over Christmas. We didn’t get any photo’s but this 

message was from the play team on the ward: 

The presents were amazing this year.  Thank you so much for thinking of 
us yet again. It was brilliant to able to bring a smile to our patients face. 

They were so surprised and delighted by them. We wish you a successful 
2020. 

Thank you again 

From all the staff at the RNOH Childrens Ward 

 



Virtual Christmas Tree 
 

This year we had our very own Virtual 
Christmas Tree. 
 
Sheena Doherty at Sovereign Wealth 
secured the BIG SHINING STAR at the 
top of our tree  in support of young people 
facing their Christmas day in a hospital 
bed – thank you Sheena and a big thank 
you to all those who either lit a light, hung 
a bauble or placed a gift.   
 
A brand new initiative for the LCYCT and 
it was a great success.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our thanks to the talented Mark Atack from Mark 
of Distinction for creating us a fabulous animation 
to help promote our first virtual Christmas tree.  
 
We really hope you will all leave your Christmas 
messages on our 2020 Christmas Tree in lieu of 
sending Christmas cards or a corporate message 
to your clients or festive message to family and 
friends.  All messages placed on the tree can be 
shared via your social media. 
 
Your support really does make a difference.  



We asked and you helped! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
  

Gifts:  The many companies and organisations that 

help us at Christmas time is amazing; Sir Jonathan North 
Community college based in South Leicester and all the 
team at eBay based in London for sending boxes of the 
most fabulous gifts and messages of support for our 
young people.    
 

Beautiful gifts delivered from the members of Talkactive 
Brighouse Zumba Gold.   
 

Supporter Sarah Utley called and delivered lots of lovely 
gifts from Express Office Solutions. 

What a surprise from the fabulous team at Perrys in Huddersfield who had the biggest box of gifts 
ready for us to collect and distribute to our young people.  
 
Perrys have chosen The LCYCT as their 
Charity of the Year and this support was  
very clear at Christmas. 
 

We received fantastic musical support from young people 
supporting the Gift Appeal.   Our thanks to Simon Jacobs, Head of 
Music at Greenhead College and the very talented Choir and Brass 
ensemble playing and singing Christmas Carols to raise vital funds 
for the Gift Appeal.  
 

Santa and his sleigh took to the 

streets of Dewsbury collecting for the 

Gift appeal with many thanks to 

Dewsbury West Scouts.  

In addition, we received gift deliveries from the Huddersfield Student’s Union and Huddersfield New 

College. 



We received very generous support for our Christmas Gift Campaign at events 
in the run up to Christmas.  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

THANK YOU  THANK YOU  

 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Huddersfield Giants star 
Michael Lawrence for supporting the work of The LCYCT and the 
Appeal through the final Michael Lawrence Testimonial 2019 
fundraising dinner. Michael generously donated £1,000 from the event. 
 
Thank you also to all those who supported the event including 
sponsors The fm Company UK Ltd, who are also a Corporate Santa  

We were thrilled to be supported at 
one of the very best festive 
fundraisers, the Christmas Roast 
Sporting Charity Lunch organised by 
SeeItNow Sports and Huddersfield 
Town Commercial. 
 

The event raised a fantastic £1,305.25. 
 

December 2019 Hoults Wine Merchants very kindly held a Big Winter Wine 
Tasting to raise vital funds for our Christmas Gift Appeal. 
 

A huge thank you goes out to Rob and Bridget Hoult for organising and hosting 
3 wonderful days of fundraising alongside Arla Foods UK plc for supplying the 
delicious cheeses and Co-Op at Cowlersley for providing the crackers and our 
friend Russell at Nicola’s Gateaux for all the delicious mince pies for the three 
day event. 
 

Together with Christmas support from 
HD8 networking group, Radicon, Atraxa 
Consulting Ltd and our friends at 
Towndoor Ltd.   And not forgetting the 
fabulous ongoing support we received 
from the amazing Team Santa at Fusion 
IT Management. 
 



      

 

 

 

 

  

Just to say a huge 

thank you for our 

packages from 

Santa’s Workshop 

….. whoop whoop. 

Lucy  

Teenager and 

Young Adult (TYA) 

with Cancer Nurse 

Specialist 

 

                                                                               

Hi Laura, 

I think in the chaos of Xmas week we all forgot photos but Nic received this  
feedback from one teenager. 
 

A quote from a young person: 

‘Thank you for the box of gifts it was a really nice surprise for me especially 
whilst I wasn’t feeling very well when I came in, it was nice to get that. I loved 
the chocolate and the fidget tangle toy also really helped me because I suffer 
with anxiety and when I’m stressed it’s good to mess around with. The amazon 
gift card is really generous too and I appreciated the box a lot. I think it’s a 
really lovely charity you run.’ 
Please thank everyone again, with the few extra boxes we received this year we were 
able to give to several teenagers in clinic who families really struggle at Xmas time.  

With thanks, 
Claire  
Acting Ward Manager 
 

 

 
WESTERN GENERAL HOSPITAL - EDINBURGH 

Hi Pam, 
It was just a quick email to say thanks for 
all your help today and to let you know 
that they have been located.  
 

Again, thanks to Laura Crane Trust, they 
will make a huge difference to the families 
we have in over Christmas.  
 

Happy new year when it comes. All the 
best, 
 

Heather 
Young Person’s Social Worker 
 



Collections  

Our sincere thanks to Asda Superstore in Huddersfield and the Brighouse Tesco store for allowing us to 
collect extra gifts at their stores.  Our thanks to all those who very kindly and generously bought gifts 
and placed them in our festive shopping trolleys. 

 
 

Thank you to our volunteers who helped make this happen for 
us.  Casey and Laura from Real Staffing in Leeds (who give 
their staff days off to support charities).  Casey and Laura very 
kindly chose to work with us collecting for the day – thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Long-time volunteer for the LCYCT Sandra Smith ably 
assisted by her grand-daughters, Cassidy and Heidi 
helped out for the afternoon at Asda Huddersfield and 
we were thrilled to be joined by Santa himself during 
the morning collection   
 
 

 
 
 
We even had a shopping trolley on 
the move and collected gifts from 
the University of Huddersfield as 
well as the visitors to the 
MYnetworking group the collection 
kindly organised by LCYCT 
Ambassador Sinead Sopala and 

Janet Bebb from Social Progress. 

 
  



  

  

Hi Laura, 
Thank you so much for the fantastic gifts again this year. 
 

We had quite a few young people in hospital over the Christmas period this year and 
receiving the gifts really did put a smile on their faces. The amazon gift cards went down 
a storm and quite a few of them went straight on line on spent them as soon as they got 
them!  
 

We do also have a couple of young people who are fairly isolated and so won’t have 
received any other presents from friends/family so your gifts really made a huge 
difference to them. 
 

We had some great toiletries donated this year which everyone loved, the lip 
balm/Vaseline sets in particular were a real hit! 
 

I don’t have any photographs to give you I’m afraid as it often feels a bit uncomfortable  
A lot of our young people struggle with body image issues during/after treatment and so 
aren’t keen on having their photo taken especially whilst they’re in hospital. I hope that’s 
ok?  
 

Again, thanks so much for your support and for organising the gifts for our patients…it 
really does mean a lot! 
 

Best Wishes  
Caroline  
Teenage Cancer Trust Youth Support Coordinator Young Persons Unit 

 
Hi Pam, 
 

Hope you are well, just wanted to drop you a message saying we’ve 
received the amazing gifts once again.  
 

Big thank you to you and all the team that work hard to pull this 
together, it really means so much each year. Our young people that 
will be in over Christmas really appreciate the gifts and the families 
are very thankful also! 
 

We will again be encouraging our young people to post on social 
media about their gifts so hopefully you may receive a few messages 
of thanks! 
 

I will keep you posted, 
 

Steve 
TCT Youth Support Coordinator 

Palatine Treatment Centre 
 



 

  

 

 
So sorry for late thank you, for some reason Christmas and the New Year were really 
busy for us at the JR and we are just calming down a bit now. 
 

The gift boxes you sent for my teenagers were as always amazing, beautifully wrapped 
and containing, so I’m told some really great stuff! 
 

I had three teenagers on the ward just before Christmas and then two of my regulars 
were around over Christmas and the remainder I gave out just after Christmas. 
They all loved having a look through the extras box and choosing something from that 
too. 
 

I’m really sorry that I didn’t think to take a photo or two for you when I was giving t 
Thank you so much for continuing to support my teenagers in the way you do, there is 
always so much happening for the little ones that sometimes they get forgotten or 
don’t want to join in as it’s too young so your Christmas gifts, specially designed for 
them are just fantastic. 

Best wishes for 2020. 
The teenagers of Kamran’s Ward and Sheila (play specialist) 

 

Hi Laura, 
I hope you had a lovely Christmas and New Year – more than happy to provide some 
feedback for the thank you booklet: 
 

From all of us at Teenage Cancer Trust in Cardiff, we would like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone involved in creating gift boxes for our young people on the Unit. Although 
we try our best to get every young person home for Christmas Day, this isn’t always 
possible, so some of our young people and their families have to spend their Christmas in 
hospital.  
 

The gift boxes that we receive from the Laura Crane Trust have been invaluable to us in 
providing something for our young people to open on Christmas morning.  As staff, we 
see the difference that the gift boxes make and most importantly, they let our young 
people know that you are all thinking of them.  
 

Thank you all so much for everything you have done for us, and for everything that you 
continue to do. We massively appreciate your support. 
Thank you, 
Anna 
 



Selection Box Appeal  
Hundreds of selections boxes were collected via the wonderful Facebook appeal led by the fantastic 
Helen Balfour and her amazing Christmas charity elves. 
 
We were truly humbled at the support from three gentlemen who each delivered 
hundreds of selection boxes our sincere thanks to: 

 Lindon Miller and colleagues from Holmfirth Dyers Ltd  

 Lyndon Purcell and colleagues from Yorkshire Building Services Ltd  

 Antony Collins and colleagues from Melett Ltd  
for their incredible generosity and making such a wonderful impact to the appeal. 
 
We would not be able to achieve all we do without the generous 
help and support of our wonderful Christmas Elves/Volunteers 
who wrapped over 1000 selections boxes! 
 
A special thank you to: 
Helen Balfour and family,  
Jenny Skilbeck, Jill Shaw, Lyn Humpleby  
Trish Cooper,  
Holme Valley Young Farmers,  
Fallen Leaf Design Ltd 
Kerry Thewlis and family 
Michelle McGillivary and   
   Moldgreen ARLFC Rugby League Teams 
Rachel Standeven, 
The Moon Beam Café and Delicatessen                          
 
 
 
And to all the many people who kindly 
added Selection boxes to their 
shopping baskets nearing December. 
 

  



The Big Wrap  
 
A big thank you to you Helen Balfour and her fantastic team 
of volunteers who administer the successful Facebook 
appeal for Selection boxes.  They kindly source, collect and 
wrap over 1000 selection boxes that we include with the gift 
packages. Any remaining selection boxes went to help other 
good causes in our local community.   
 
 
Thanks to Glick for the beautiful wrapping 
paper –  it is the most perfect gift wrap for 
our gifts.  To Clark Rubikon for the gift 
boxes, Sheard Packaging for all the boxes 
we need to pack our deliveries to go to the 
hospitals.  Thank you to Packaging World 
for the tape and brown paper and to 
Lynda’s transport who delivered hundreds 
of boxes of gifts to 43 hospitals throughout 
the UK and Ireland quickly and efficiently. 
 
 

Pictured here are Rob and James from 
EverythingBranded who have provided 
some  amazing distraction therapy gifts 
for the goodie boxes sent to our young 
cancer patients in hospital this 
Christmas.  A big thank you to their CEO 
Paul Rowlett and all at Everything 
Branded. 

 
 
A big big thank you to all those who provided us with extra gifts including Lily Obrien Chocolates, 
Everything Branded, Tangerine, ABS Foundation, ASOS and Matalan who all provided our young 
cancer patients with the most beautiful extra gifts and treats to help brighten their Christmas day. 
 
A message from a young patient: 
“Thank you for the box of gifts it was a really nice surprise for me especially whilst I wasn’t feeling very 
well when I came in, it was nice to get that. I loved the chocolate and the fidget tangle toy also really 
helped me because I suffer with anxiety and when I’m stressed it’s good to mess around with.” 
 
 
And we would like to personally thank, Jill Haywood, Janet Bannister, Debra Lumb and Ann Mervill who 
joined us throughout “the big wrap”. 



The Big Wrap 
 

  Our thanks to Ann McNab and Helen Balfour and their amazing 
teams for co-ordinating the gifts, wrapping and selection boxes.  
Our thanks to the staff from Lubrizol, Glick, Lloyds, ABS a 
Better Way, LV= and Santa and his Sleigh AKA Lynda’s 
Transport!  
 
They came, they helped, they sorted and collected… thank you 
for helping us with the big wrap! 
 

 
 



  
  

 

 
Hi Laura 
The gifts were as always, greatly received and appreciated. They really make a 
difference to our patients and put smiles on faces – it is a shame that you don’t get to 
witness that first hand! 
 
I have emailed my Social Work team to ask them for any specific comments made on 
delivery, I’ll come back to you shortly. 
 
Best wishes 
Services Manager, London 
CLIC Sargent 

A message of thanks  from a Mum  
 
Hi Pam  
Just wanted to say a massive “Thankyou“ to you & all your wonderful team @ LCT for 
all the kind things you’ve done for Sarah and us to make her Christmas so much more 
special.  
 
The gift box arrived at the end of an emotional & difficult week for Sarah & put a smile 
back on her face as she planned what she would spend her voucher on & when we’d 
share the delicious looking chocs.  
 
Hope your house move went really smoothly & your settled in & putting the special 
Pam touch to make it your special home 
 
Thank you again for thinking of Sarah it really is much appreciated by us both  
Take care xx 



 


